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From these facts the author concludes that the abnormal 
coloring matter is a precursory state of the normal urinary 
pigment, being a lesser oxidized stage of it. Consequently 
there must have been a default of oxidation ; and if this 
occurred in the pigment of the urine, we may infer that 
there existed a deficit in the oxidation of the other sub¬ 
stances throughout the body. The auto-intoxication, one 
might suppose, would be produced by a default of oxidation, 
more especially in those substances which originate in the 
body. No necropsy was obtainable in either case. A. F. 

TREPHINING AND OPENING THE DURA MATER 
AS A DIAGNOSTIC MEASURE IN DISEASES OF 
THE BRAIN. 

Dr. Miles F. Porter (Medical News, October 11, 1890) 
relates the case of a boy of twelve who for several years 
suffered from epileptoid convulsions. After a time he did 
not lose consciousness during the attacks, which would 
commence by flexion of the fingers of right hand, quickly 
followed, first by tonic, then clonic spasm of the right upper 
and lower extremity and right side of the face. Paralysis 
came on later, involving first the thigh and leg, then the 
arm, and lastly the face on right side ; motor aphasia de¬ 
veloped with the facial paralysis. 

He regarded the case as one of epileptoid convulsions 
from organic cortical disease, or subcortical, about the 
Rolandic fissure ; but exploratory trephining revealed noth¬ 
ing. After operation the convulsions decreased in number 
and severity, speech improved, and he now walks unassisted. 
In explanation he says the local shock was promptly fol¬ 
lowed by a corresponding reaction, in which the vitality of 
the tissues had been raised sufficiently high to determine a 
return to the normal state. Dr. Porter believes that ex¬ 
ploratory operations should occupy the same relation to 
brain surgery that they do to abdominal surgery. A. F. 

A CASE OF VISCERAL NEURITIS. 

In the “Alienist and Neurologist” for October, Dr. John 
Ferguson, of Toronto, reports the case of a woman, aged 
forty, who had, following an attack of la grippe, the most 
agonizing paroxysms of pain, coming on mostly toward 
morning. Despite all efforts to relieve the patient, she 
gradually grew worse, and died after two weeks of great 
suffering. The examination of the nerves and ganglia 
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throughout the abdomen showed them to be in a highly 
inflamed condition. Microscopically, there was marked 
degeneration in some of the nerve tissues. Neuritis of the 
peripheral nerves is an established condition, and it was 
thought there was no reason why there might not be an 
attack of neuritis affecting the viscera and causing some of 
the violently painful and obscure cases occasionally met 
with. B. M. 

PARALDEHYDE ADDICTION. 

B. Mattison, M.D. (Medical Record, November 29, 1890), 
quotes the case of a young woman who, after recovery from 
chloralism, took paraldehyde for insomnia, with the forma¬ 
tion of a habit. She remained well nourished, but suffered 
from headache, disturbed accommodation phosphene and 
brow pains. During abstinence there was apathy and de¬ 
pression, but when indulging freely she would become 
greatly excited for a few hours, after which she passed into 
a profound sleep lasting one to three days. Complete with¬ 
drawal of the drug caused symptoms like those following 
abstinence in a morphine habitue. At the end of a week, 
under codeine, sleep was secured, and within a month con¬ 
valescence was complete. A. F. 

RARE FORMS OF HYSTERIA. 

In the “Medical Chronicle” for October, Dr. Dreschfeld 
reports three cases of hysteria, which were marked ex¬ 
amples of spurious hydrophobia. Two other patients had 
been bitten by a dog, after which, from time to time, they 
had a series of attacks resembling hydrophobia in one or 
more particulars, accompanied by unconsciousness, some¬ 
times lasting for days. During the attacks there was an 
irresistible desire to bite; one patient bit the furniture, the 
other bit himself. Both patients recovered. The third 
case was that of a young girl whose finger was bitten by a 
dog ; the bite was slight, but the girl amputated the finger 
herself; after this she had several attacks of Charcot's 
grand vial. B. M. 

PSEUDO-MUSCULAR HYPERTROPHY IN AN 

ADULT. 

There is the history of such a case in the “ Boston Medi¬ 
cal and Surgical Journal,” November 13, 1890, presented to 
the Boston Society for Medical Improvement by Dr. G. L. 
Walton. The man, thirty-eight years old, gave a good 



